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J. Smeaton Chase (April 8, 1864 – March 29, 1923) was an author and photographer whose

poignant descriptions of California and its landscapes have secured an enduring place in the

state's literature.



California Desert Trails, Forty Years a Fur Trader On the Upper Missouri: The Personal

Narrative of Charles Larpenteur, 1833-1872, By Ox Team to California: Crossing the Plains in

1860, Narrative of My Captivity Among the Sioux Indians, The Cruise of the Corwin: Journal of

the Arctic Expedition of 1881 in Search of de Long and the Jeannette, California Coast Trails; A

Horseback Ride from Mexico to Oregon, The Captives of Abb's Valley: A Legend of Frontier

Life, Journals of Robert Rogers of the Rangers, Three Years in the Klondike, The Temple: Its

Ministry and Services as they were at the time of Jesus Christ, 21 Months, 24 Days: A blue-

collar kid's journey to the Vietnam War and back, Born Under a Lucky Star: A Red Army

Soldier's Recollections of the Eastern Front of World War II, The Dreamt Land: Chasing Water

and Dust Across California, History of the United States of America During the Administrations

of Thomas Jefferson

Andy Monheit, “If California history or geography interests you. I have always wanted to drive

Highway 1, the coast highway, but never had the time to do it properly. Reading this book

makes me feel like I have traveled every mile and became acquainted with all the scenery,

flora, fauna and history of its entire length. What's more, instead of making me feel like that

dream can now be taken off my bucket list, I am all the more interested in doing it in person.

Plus the author has pointed out several locations along the way that I also want to see, but

never heard of until reading this book. Horse lovers without an iota of interest in California

geography might still enjoy it because he includes the horse he is riding in much of the

commentary.”

Louis A. Richardson, “Beautifully written.. Sort of a "Travels With Charlie" 100 years ago.

Anyone that loves the California coast will enjoy this log of an Englishman's experiences with

the terrain on the western edge of the continent and it's early population before modern

transportation and widespread development of roads and cities. Chase has a gift for inciteful

descriptions of everything and everyone he comes upon, making you feel as if you are

traveling along with him and his trusty equine companion. Much has changed since then, but

much has not - particularly the coastal fog in its varied forms encroaching into the deep forests

and valleys every evening and the feeling that the coast is a refreshing world removed from the

rest of the country.”

Michael L Sergent, “California As It Was. 2nd time I've read it (along with Brewer's " Up and

Down California 1860-1864") and still rank it among favorites of all time. I'm 5th generation

Californian and have travelled many of the places described not all that long ago. What a

contrast, though the natural history persists in many places.”

L. J. Parker, “Good read, good writer!. A fascinating read for a California native. Many of the

places he visits are now historical sites, many others have disappeared altogether, and almost

all are located along 101 and Hwy 1.”

K. Jensen, “Treat your workers better, Jeff Bezos.. Everything I've read about the Amazon work

culture and particularly the way workers who fill the orders in the warehouses are treated make

me want to drop my Prime membership and not purchase anything from Amazon until changes

are made. I understand that Amazon hasn't made much, if any, profit so far but perhaps the

business model is wrong. Keep the broad range of goods, pay and treat workers well, and



charge a price that allows that.The book was excellent. I grew up in southern California and

reading about the places I lived (Laguna Beach) from the point of view of a man riding the

length of California on horseback was a real treat. And, even back in 1910 he was complaining

about the number of cars.  I'm glad he can't see it now.”

julian shand, “The trip of a lifetime.. California long ago, was a paradise. Mr. Smeaton and a

friend went south-to-north on horseback without hurrying. I could only wish that I could have

participated.”

E.J., “Interesting story. Good story and a colorful narrative. Authentic language and thought for

that period.”

Tim Johnson, “A "must read" for any Californian who thinks they know the State's coastline.. I

finished this marvellous book last night when the author finally reached his destination, the

Oregon border. This tremendous read was particularly poignant to me because I spent the first

part of my life living on the edge of Lake Earl very close to Crescent City, the last piece of

major habitation if you can call 12 hundred people (his 1911 statistic) “major” before Oregon.I

was only a Californian for 26 years before migrating to my present home in Australia but in that

time I travelled frequently up and down the coast covering much the same territory that the

author covered.His descriptions of streams and rivers in S. Cal and the large trout that

provided dinner for him in 1911 were the cause of much head-shaking on my part because

they do not exist now far less the trout. His allusions to Indigenous peoples in various areas in

N. Cal were, again, amazing.Forgive my long comment; this book however, is virtually a “must

read” for Californians who thought they knew the coastline of their state.”

Brecon, “Interessant. Echt interessant für Reiter und solche, die sich für Reiterreisen oder

Trailreiten interessieren. Hab ich nicht nur einmal gelesen. Bin richtig "mitgeritten". Kann man

so heutzutage gar nicht mehr realisieren.”

The book by J. Smeaton Chase has a rating of  5 out of 4.2. 51 people have provided feedback.
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